Icelandic Volcano
For millions of people who never gave the --1-- country of Iceland much thought, this geological hotspot has suddenly become a focus of life. On March 20th, 2010, a volcanic eruption in Iceland created havoc and brought parts of the world to a standstill. 

Located on the southern coast, the Eyjafjalla volcano began spewing 700 tons of volcanic ash --2-- second into the atmosphere. The cloud traveled across the North Atlantic to Europe cancelling over 16,000 flights a day and warning of health risks.

Icelanders were in deep water. Entire areas --3-- as melting glaciers flooded roads and homes. Farmers and animals suffered ash-contaminated pastures and water sources. 

Tourists flocked to the area, risking their lives for this once-in-a-life-time phenomenon. Geologists had their work --4-- them as they rushed to analyze the chemistry of the ash hanging in the air. The impact of heat and cold had turned magma into extremely sharp glass-like particles. An airplane running into this would be sandblasted.

This might be the least of Icelanders’ worries. As airports reopen, Icelanders continue to endure the --5--. Eyjafjalla is still pouring out lava and ash. Its last eruption in 1821 lasted one and a half years! 
1. (A) alienated
(B) remote
(C) associated
(D) lonely
2. (A) in
(B) per
(C) by
(D) through
3. (A) evacuates
(B) evacuating
(C) were evacuated
(D) are evacuating
4. (A) cut out for
(B) run up to
(C) shrink down to
(D) open up to
5. (A) aftereffects 
(B) afterbirth 
(C) afterlife 
(D) afterglow

Answers: 1. B, 2. B, 3. C, 4. A, 5. A

Typhoon Hunters


When Wu Chun-Chieh was a child, he saw the power of typhoons __(1)__. He grew up on the southeast coast of Taiwan. That’s where most of the typhoons hit first when they come to this __(2)__. Later, Wu became Dr. Wu, a professor at National Taiwan University. He studies typhoons and how they form. He has even flown into these big storms to get more information about them. One week after __(3)__, Dr. Wu flew to Mexico. There, he took his first typhoon __(4)__. His new wife stayed at home. Dr. Wu’s trip to Mexico shows his strong belief that we must learn more about typhoons. __(5)__ his help, the world is getting more answers about the mysteries of typhoons.

1. A. person
B. by person
C. in person
D. one person
Answer: C

2. A. continent
B. counting
C. county
D. country
Answer: D

3. A. being marriage
B. getting married
C. having marry
D. doing marrying
Answer: B

4. 
A. fly
B. flying
C. flight
D. flown
Answer: C

5. A. Into
B. Over
C. To
D. With
Answer: D
The Best Job in the World

In 2009, Ben Southall got ‘the best job in the world’ – taking care of Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. 

Ben lived on the tropical islands for months, and wrote about his experiences. His job was to promote the Reef and raise awareness of the environment. 

There’s nothing like the Great Barrier Reef. Its white beaches, beautiful clear water, and many sea animals are amazing. Not everybody can have a great job like Ben, but traveling there is the next best thing!

(80)

____ 1. (a) sat


(b) lived


(c) travelled

(d) stood




____ 2. (a) read

(b) sang


(c) wrote


(d) thought



____ 3. (a) raise

(b) lift


(c) move


(d) drop




____ 4. (a) everything
(b) anything

(c) something

(d) nothing



____ 5. (a) nobody

(b) somebody

(c) everybody

(d) anybody

ANSWERS: B, C, A, D, C





Great Bear Rainforest

The Great Bear Rainforest is the largest temperate rainforest in the world. Its trees are hundreds of years old, and its animals have lived in balance for a long time.

The rainforest is home to many kinds of bears, wolves, and fish. Every year salmon swim up rivers to lay their eggs. They help support the huge number of different animals and plants.

Many rare animals live only in this rainforest. We must work hard to protect its animals and trees for our future.

(84)

____ 1. (A) hottest

(B) largest

(C) coldest

(D) greenest

____ 2. (A) years

(B) weeks

(C) months

(D) days

____ 3. (A) climb

(B) run


(C) fly


(D) swim

____ 4. (A) hungry

(B) popular

(C) sick


(D) rare

____ 5. (A) use

(B) feed


(C) protect

(D) raise

ANSWERS: B, A, D, D, C


Somali Pirates
On April 3, 2009, the American cargo ship Maersk Alabama set sail from the African port of Djibouti for Mombassa, Kenya, which is over one thousand miles away. Among its __1__ was five thousand tons of food aid destined for poverty stricken African countries including Somalia. The captain and crew knew that they would be sailing in waters around Somalia patrolled by pirates, and the voyage __2__ danger.

On April 7, the Maersk was boarded by pirates. The captain and some crew members were taken hostage on the bridge, but the remaining crew members __3__ capture. Throughout the ship, they locked everything down and hid. For the next few days they remained hidden, and then the crew fought back. They took a pirate hostage, and now they suddenly had a bargaining chip to use __4__ the pirates.

The crew negotiated with the pirates for a prisoner swap. The pirates were allowed to flee in a lifeboat, as their boat had been sunk. The crew let the pirate prisoner go free, however the pirates refused to free the captain of the ship. 

Fortunately, a U.S. naval ship came to the __5__. The ordeal ended with three pirates killed, one taken into custody, and the captain and crew of the Maersk Alabama freed.

1. (A) cargo
(B) weight
(C) gift

(D) concentration

2. (A)  was over with
(B) was filled with
(C) was taken with
(D) was brought with

3. (A) arrange

(B) accept

(C) elect
(D) avoid
4. (A) around

(B) against

(C) between
(D) beneath

5. (A) return

(B) refuse

(C) rescue
(D) reward
